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POLIS

Azerbaijanis are also arnong the
peoples with some of the oldest tradi-
tions of statehood in the wor1d. The
traditions of statehood on the histori-
cal lands of Azerbaljan date back ap-
proximately 5 000 years. The fint
state structues or ethno-political rm-
ions appemed on the territory of
Azerbaijan as early as the end of the
4th millennium BC - the beginning of
the 3rd millennium BC. h the first
millennium BC and at the beginning
of the first millermiun AD, powerfirl
states such as Mann4 Mdi4 Atoopaten4

and Caucasian Albania existed in
these lands2.

At the begir:ning of our era, the
coutry went tkough one of the most
difficult poiodi in its history: in the 3rd
century, Azerbaijan was conquered by
the Sassanid Empire, and in the 7th cen-

hrry, by t}te Arab Caliphaie. After the
collapse of the caliphate, starting in
the middle of the 9th c€ntury, the an-

cient traditiors of Azerbaijani sht*rood
were revived: the states of the Saiids,

Shirvanshahs, Sallarids, Ravadids, and
Shaddadids were established on these

territories. A period of flourishing
political, economic, and cultuml life
ensued3.

Azerbaijan then became part ofthe
C-rreat Seljuk Empirg which stetched
from Central Asia to the shores of the
Mediterranean Sea and from the
Derbent Pass to the Persian Gulf.

The states of the Shirvanshahs and

Eldiguzids, consolidated after the col-
lapse of the Seljuk Empire, played an
essential role in the continuation and
development of the state traditions of
the Azerbaijani people. The Azerbai-

jani state of the Eldiguzids, which
became one of the most powerfrrl po-
litical formations in the Near and
Middle East, occupies a special place

in the ethno-political history of the
nationa. The Azerbaijani Renaissance
reached its peak with great philoso-
phers, poets, and literary figures such
as Hagani, Nizami, and Adjemi.

Between the 15th and 18th centu-

ries, Azerbaijani statehood culture
became even richer. During this peri-
od, vast territories of the East-the
Karakoyunlu, AlJ<oyunlu, and Sa-

favid dynasties-were under the di-
rect rule of Azerbaijani dynasties.
This had a positive impact on the
state's intemal and intemational rela-
tions, expanded its political and mili-
ary sphere of influence and the area

of use of the Azerbaijani language,
and created favorable conditions for
the development of the material and
spiritual culture of the people. At the
end ofthe l5th century and the begin-
ning ol the l6th cenury. Azerbaijani
statehood entered a new stage in its
historical evolution. Uzun Hasan's

$andson, the remarkable statesman
Shah Ismail Khatai, succeeded in unit-
ing all Azerbaijani lands rmder his
authority. Thus, a certralized unitary
state was created, with its capital in
Tabriz - the Safavid State5.

The remarkable Azerbaijani com-
mander Nadir Shah (1736-1747), who
came to power after the fall of the Sa-

favid state, firther expanded the bor-
ders of the former Safavid Empire. In
1739, this great leader conquered
northem India, including Delhi. How-
ever, his plans to create a powerful

centralized state on these va-.t i,
ries could not be realized. Atei
Shah's death, his immense emp::
apart'.

Thus, in the second halfoi:h,
century, Azerbaijar.r fiagmente;
small state entities - khanates a:r

tanatesT. The country entered a :
of military and political decline.

Azerbaijan became the arer
bloody wars between nr o greai

ers. According to the treatres oiG
(1813) and Turkmenchal- (lEiS
teritories of Azerbaijan uere di
between two empires: nl-,r

Azerbaijan came under Russiar
and the south came under the au

fy of the Iranian shahs of the
dyn^ry'.

However, thanks to the effi.',

patriotic figures and prominenr r

sentatives of the intelligensia
spiritual progess of the Azerb
people was ensured, and their tl
cal mernory ard national culture
preseled.

On May 28, 1918, the fint c

cratic parliamentary republic i;

Muslim East was proclaimed
Democratic Republic of Azerb
Important steps were taker
Azerbaijan to build an indepe
and democratic state: the fi$t p

ment and govemment were fo:

the state apparatus and administ
institutions were established
country's borders were defined, t
capable military urits were qr"

formed, essential work was carrir
to ensure territorial integrity an

tional security, the flag, anthem
coat of arms were adopted, the r

8
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Azerbaijan and annexed to Armerua.
As a rrsull the muntry's tenitory, which
during the period of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic was 114 000
kmz, was reduced to 86 600 hn' t.

Resistance to Soviel power in

Azerbaijan was met with deportations
and brutal repression. During the re-
pressions of 1937. most of the promi-
nent intellectuals ol the Azerbaijani
people who did not accept the Soviet
regime were arrested under various
pretexts, deported to Siberia and the
steppes of Kazakhstan, and many of
them were executedl2.

Dwing World War tr, the Azerbai-
jani people showed extraordinary ded-
ication. Azerbaijani divisions fought a
glorious batde from the Caucasus to
Berlin. Oil from Baku played a deci-
sive role in the victory over fascisml3.

On October 18, 1991, with the
proclamation of state independence,
Azerbaijan declared itself the political
and legal succ€ssor to the Azerbaijan
People's Republic and demonstrated
its loyalty to the old traditions of
statehood. Shortly thereafter, the state

symbols of the Azerbaij an Democratic
Republic were restoredla.

The Republic of Azerbaijan, which
declared its independence by the will
ol the people, began to fimction in an

extremely difficult context. The ex-
pansion of Armenian aggression

against Azerbaijan, as a result of
which Armenian armed formations
occrryied 20ok of the courtry's territo-

ry intemal power stuggles, and eco-

nomic collapse in the early years of
independence sigrificantly weakened
the statels.

In 1993, with the retum to power,
at the request of the people, ofnation-
al leader Heydar Aliyev, the situation
began to change. From 1969 to 1982,
as fust secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the
Azerbaijan SSR, Heydar Aliyev had
contributed significantly to the devel-
opment of the republic. In 1982, he
was elected a member of the Political
Bureau of the Centoal Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and appointed first deputy
chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the USSR, thu becoming one of
the leaders of the former Soviet
Union. In October 1987, in protest
against the policies promoted by the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev, Heydar Aliyev
resigned. His return to power in 1993

saved Azerbaijan from collapse.
On October 3, 1993, Heydar

Aliyev was elected president of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. Thanks to his
decisive mission, the state independ-
ence of the Republic of azerbaijan
was saved, and the years of the na-
tional leadefs rule 1993-2003, went
down in history as a period of pro-
found reforms and multilateral devel-
opmurtr6.

Today, Azerbaijan is among the
most competitive cormtries in the
world, and large-scale projects carried
out with its partrers have changed the
energy and transport map of Eurasia.

The 44-day War of the Homeland,
which ended in 2020 with
Azerbaijan's Great Victory under the

l0

leaderchip of Supreme Ctrni:
President Ilham Alil er. c1e:-:,

flects the determination and rr r--

Azerbaijani people, as se1l -
unwavering devotion to _dreir :--

cal heritage and culture . Fr-.
the anti-terorist operation l::
on September 19,202i. and cc:
ed for only 23 hours. u ith the .
preventing large-scale pror or--:: .

Kmabakh, disarmament anc
dlawal of Armenian armed tbr::r
remaining on Azerbaijani ter:
and restoration of constitutiLlnai
the sovereignty of the Repu:.
Azerbaijan has been full1 restoi:

Extensive reconstmction ar.
struction work is currentlr r-u.rdi

in the liberated territories: citi-
lages, roads, and infrastructure :

ties are being built. The pro_un

retum former displaced pent:
their native homes, knour a
"Crreat Retum,' is also being su,

fi:lly implemented. All this u t
being carried out by Azerbai-ian
its own resources.

After declaring independenc,
Republic of Azerbaijan punue
independent foreign policy aim
sftengthen rg and consistentll t
oping statehood and defendin5
tional interests. Azerbaijan's t-c

policy is based on dre norms and
ciples of intemational law, inclr
respect for the sovereignty and ti
rial integrity of states and

interlerence in intemal affairs. -r

regional level, achieving stri
goals such as establishing peac,

stability and implementing r

ffansport and cooperation project
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porary history Romania has support-
ed all of Azerbaijan's international
and regional projects and initiatives.
and tlrese relations remain strategic
and mutually beneficial to this day.

The Republic of Azerbaijan, as an
independent state, is a member ofsev-
eral intemational organizations. in-
cluding the United Nations, the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the Council of
Europe. the Organization o[ Islamic
Cooperation, the Commonwealth of
Independent States, and others. In
2011, Azerbaijan was elected a non-
permanent member of the UN
Security Council for a two-year knn
Q012-2013). The country is constant-
ly developing cooperation with organ-
izations such as NATO and the
European Union, as well as within the
anti-terrorist coalition. At the same
time, the Republic of Azerbaijan is
one of the founders of the GUAM
regional group. By participuing in
these regional organizations and ini-
tiatives, Azerbaijan promotes its na-
tional interestsle.

Azerbaijan pursues an active dip-
lomatic policy within the Organization
of Turkic States (OTS) and the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OlC). laLrnching imporrant initiatives
that contribute to stoengthening inte-
gration in both the Turkic and lslamic
spaces. Our cormtry's chairmanship of
the Conference on Intaaction and
Confdence-Building Measures in
Asia &om 2024 to 2026 is of shategic
importance for intensirying regional
economic cooperation2o.

Azerbaijan's successful presidency
and initiatives within the Non-Aligned

Movement have played an important
role in strengthening the prestige of
this organization in recent years2l.

Azerbaijan also attaches particular
importance to bilateral relations with
individual states, including neighbor-
ing cormtries.

Azerbaijan's geopolitical signifi-
cancg its location on the historic route
of economic cooperation linking
Europe and Asi4 East and West, and,
in particular, its ability to provide a
corridor to Europe via the Caspian Sea
for routes from Cenhal Asi4 have
given the courtry the status of an in-
temationally relwant player. It is no
coincidence that the BakilTbilisi-
Ceyhan oil pipeline, the Baku
Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, and the
BahpTbilisi-Kars railway project
have sigrificantly increased Azerbai-
jan's intemational importance22. These
projects have not only made Azertraijan
a key state in ensuring Europe's ener-
gy security, but have also laid the
foundation for the creation of the
Middle Conidor, stretching for a
thousand kilometers. In addition,
Azerbaijan's role in the Belt and Road
Initiative is gradually increasing, mak-
ing the country an important strategic
partner for China.

On Augwt 8, 2025, a frlatertl
peace memorandum was signed at the
White House between US President
Donald Trump, Azerbaijani President
llham Aliyev. and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan. During the
same ceremony, Donald Trump also
spoke about the Zangezur corridor and
arurormced the signing of a 99-year
agreement between the United States

and Armenia. The TRL\,fp I
tional Route of Peace and pro
(TRIPP), which is ro cross rhe

ry ol Armenia through the Za
corridor and connect the mainl
Azerbaijan with the \akh
Autonomous Republic, at the
tive of the US administratie.rr
play an important role in coru
Asia with Europe23.

Today, Azerbaijan regularll
numerous intemational event-s. i
ing the BaL:u Global Fonu:
World Forum for Interculrural
logue, the Non-Aligned \1or
Summit, the Azerbaijan Granc
(Formula I Qatar Airways .{zeri
Grand Prix), the Eurovision
Contest, and others.

The Heydar Aliyev Found
headed by Firct Vice president ,

Republic of Azerbaijan \let
Aliyev4 plays an important rc
promoting Azerbaij an, s culture
traditions. With the supporr o
For.mdation, social and humamt
projects are implemented and r a

events are organized not onl
Azabaijar but also beyond its borc

The COP29 conference, held
great success in Azerbaijan ben
November 1l ar,d 22, 2024, y.a,

largest event ever organized b1
counhy. The conference registere
000 pafticipants. At the opening
emony of the COp29 kaden, Str
on November 12, attended b), r
than 80 heads of state and
emment, President Ilharn AliyeY
phasized that Azerbaijan, as a col
located at the crossroads of Nonh
South, East and West, has the capt

t2
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diaspora, cultural identity, cultural
interferences, architecture, etc., the
published texts being signed by spe-
cialists in fie field from azerbaijan.
The ordering of the arlicles and stud-
ies was carried out according to
chronological and thematic criteria.

The coordinators' intention was to
identifu specialists in various fields,
who would cover as wide a period of
local history as possible tkough their
contributions. The difficulties of cov-
ering a historical period that exceeds
two millennia are obvious, and this
issue ofPolls magazine did not set out
to cover them exhaustivd. However,
taking into account the absolute novel-
ty of a cultural and political culture
project that concems the history of
Aze$aijan, we believe that we have
managed to achieve an important
opening.

The absolute novelty of this edito
rial project for the Romanian side,
considering that it was t}e first experi-
ence for a political science joumal in
Romania to publish an issue dedicated
to Azerbaijan. required a very im-
portant research activity. This consist-
ed in identifoing relevant thernes,
from a historical, political, etc. point
of view, which are too little known,
given that an exhaustive approach is
impossible. In this context, a particu-
larly important role in carrying out the
preliminary documentation was
played by Ms. Nigar Mamedova.

Orkhan Nabiyev proposes to read-
ers a contribution with the title: ,,Con-
tours of Power and Identity: A Politi-
cal History of Azerbaijan Across
Epochs of Nation-Building and ldeo-

logical Continuity". This article exam-
ines the evolution of Azerbaijan's po-
Iitical identity tlrough the lens of par-
ty ideology, nation-building, and the
institutionalization of authoritarian-
ism. Using a multidisciplinary frame-
work that draws on political sociolo-
gy, authoritarianism studies, post-

Soviet transitions theory, and ethno.
psychological analysis. Findings r+
veal that the political landscape in
Azerbaijan reflects a historically con-
ditioneq culturally resonant, and po-
litically instrumental preference for
strong state-centered conservatism.

Ramin Khali1 Guliyev, with the ar-
ticle entitled: "The Effects of the
Organization of the Baku Customs
Horxe on Trade", opens the series of
articles and studies published in the
thematic issue dedicatedto Azertaijan

The contribution addresses an as-
pecl of tsarist colonialism in
Aze6aijan, namely the establishment
of a system of taxes on hade in the
territoly of Northem Azerbaijan.
through the establishmerf of customs
offices. The author focuses on the es-

tablishment of the Baku customs of-
fice, trying to answer three main ques-

tions: a) What were the problerns that
the tsars encormtered when establish-
ing the customs office; b) Why did
Russia choose Baku as the location for
its first customs office in Northem
Azerbaijan; c) To assess the impact on
trade with the establishment of the
customs administration.

To answer these questions, the au-
thor studied docurnents located at the
State Historical Archive of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Complete

t4

Collection of Laws of the Rt
Empire, and the Acts of the Cauc
Archaeological Commission.

Ibrahim Kazimbeyli propos
very interesting topic, entitled:
Military-Political Sinration ur
South Caucasus in the Earll
Century and the Occupation o

Iravan Khanate' by Russia' rtu
rvhich he aims to provide an or',-l
of the general history ofthe Irave
gion, an ancient teritory of Aza'b
which in history was kno*rr a
Iravan Khanate. This stat.- .
sfetched liom the southrlestem
of North Azerbaijan and N'as lor
on both banks of the Araks Ri\
the first halfofthe 18th centur].

The author presents us r.t ith rh
litical situation of the Khanate a

beginning of the l9th century. r

cially during the Fimt and Se
Russo-kanian Wars using prir
archival sources, official Russian
documents, and extensive histc
literature.

The historical joumey is conti
by Alan Mahanamova who o
the analyses of the communist pt
with the article entitled: "The lrr
of "Khrushchev's Liberalization'
the Development of the Mu
Sphere in Azerbaijan". Li the
part, the author has a very intere
approach to the analysis oftotaliti
systems, in this case the Soviet
The analysis is focrsed on the mu
spherg as a source of legitimizatic
the regime, used by the Soviet pr
cal system to become an instrumet
st'engthening the ideological posi
And music, along with many r


